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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Chiang 
(US 4,239,269). 

A. Regarding claim 1 , Chiang discloses a luggage lock comprising: 

• A hook or latching member (figure 4, item 8). 

• A spring-loaded button member or locking member (figure 4, items 30,35). 

• A hook hole or spacing (figure 4, item 33). 

• Means for disengaging the latching member (figure 2, item 30). 
Furthermore, Chiang discloses that when the hook or latching member is inserted in to 
the button or locking member, the latching member moves against the spring bias 
(column 2, lines 53-68). 

B. Regarding claim 2, Chiang discloses an inner recess or groove for holding a 
spring (column 2, lines 59-62). 

Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
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the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 3-6, 8-10, and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over Chiang (US 4,239,269) in view of Jeon et al. (US 6,549,791). 

A. Regarding claim 3, Chiang discloses a luggage lock comprising: 

• A hook or latching member (figure 4, item 8). 

• A spring-loaded button member or locking member (figure 4, items 30,35). 

• A hook hole or spacing (figure 4, item 33). 

• Means for disengaging the latching member (figure 2, item 30). 
Furthermore, Chiang discloses that when the hook or latching member is inserted in to 
the button or locking member, the latching member moves against the spring bias 
(column 2, lines 53-68). However, Chiang does not explicitly disclose a rack and pinion 
mechanism to move the locking mechanism. Jeon et al. discloses a watch type 
portable radiotelephone in which a locking mechanism comprises: 

• A guide surface or groove (figure 19, item 262). 

• A spring (figure 19, item 570). 

• A rack and pinion mechanism to move the locking member (figures 26, 27). 
Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to implement the rack and pinion mechanism of Jeon et al. in the 
locking mechanism of Chiang to prevent accidental or unwanted release by allow the 
latching member to be disengaged via turning a button rather than pushing a button. 
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B. Regarding claims 4-6, Jeon et al. discloses that the locking mechanism is for a 
battery pack holder (figure 19, item 20) or battery cover for a mobile telephone. 

C. Regarding claim 8, Chiang discloses legs to form a hook hole or spacing (figure 

4, item 33). 

D. Regarding claims 9 and 10, Chiang discloses a rear edge (figure 4, item 32) or 
locking leg that has a surface that corresponds to the hook (figure 4, item 8) or latching 
member. 

E. Regarding claim 19, Chiang discloses a button to which an external force is 
applied to move the locking member against a spring (figures 4, 5). 

5. Claim 7, 9, 11, 13-14, and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Chiang (US 4,239,269) in view of Hukill et al. (US 6,660,427). 
A. Regarding claim 7, Chiang discloses a luggage lock comprising: 

• A hook or latching member (figure 4, item 8). 

• A spring-loaded button member or locking member (figure 4, items 30,35). 

• A hook hole or spacing (figure 4, item 33). 

• Means for disengaging the latching member (figure 2, item 30). 

• An inner recess or groove for holding a spring (column 2, lines 59-62). 
Furthermore, Chiang discloses that when the hook or latching member is inserted in to 
the button or locking member, the latching member moves against the spring bias 
(column 2, lines 53-68). Chiang does not explicitly disclose that the locking member 
comprises two legs that form spacing. Hukill et al. discloses a latch assembly for a 
portable electronic device that comprises a surface (figure 12, item 121) and a surface 
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across from this surface that is shorter and on the left shown in figures 1 1 and 12 that 
create a forked cavity (figure 12, item 80) or space. Therefore it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to allow the 
locking member of Chiang to have two legs, as taught by Hukill et al., in order to better 
secure the latching member and provide a more reliable attachment and detachment 
means. 

B. Regarding claim 9, in figure 12, Hukill et al. shows a surface (the shorter leg of 
the button on the left) that is adapted to engage a latching surface (figure 12, item 202) 
of the latching member. 

C. Regarding claims 11 and 14, Hukill et al. shows an end tip surface (figure 12, 
item 121) that is rounded and is adapted to engage to surface (figure 12, item 204) of 
the latching member. Furthermore these two surfaces slide against each other upon 
insertion (column 6, lines 1-9). 

D. Regarding claim 13, Hukill et al. shows in figures 1 1 and 12 smooth entrance of 
the latching member (figure 12, item 200) into the spacing. 

E. Regarding claim 17, Hukill et al. shows in figures 1 1 and 12 that the second 
surface (item 121) pushes the latching member out of the cavity or space by sliding 
down surface 204 until the rounded edges of both surfaces initiate the separation of the 
locking and latching member. 

6. Claims 8, 10, 12, 15-16, and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Chiang (US 4,239,269) in view of Jeon et al. (US 6,549,791) as 
applied to claim 3 above, and further in view of Hukill et al. (US 6,660,427). 
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A. Regarding claim 8, the combination of Chiang and Jeon et al. disclose the 
limitations set forth in claim 3, but does not explicitly disclose that the locking member 
comprises two legs that form spacing. Hukill et al. discloses a latch assembly for a 
portable electronic device that comprises a surface (figure 12, item 121) and a surface 
across from this surface that is shorter and on the left shown in figures 1 1 and 12 that 
create a forked cavity (figure 12, item 80) or space. Therefore it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to allow the 
locking member of Chiang to have two legs, as taught by Hukill et al., in order to better 
secure the latching member and provide a more reliable attachment and detachment 
means. 

B. Regarding claim 10, in figure 12, Hukill et al. shows a surface (the shorter leg of 
the button on the left) that is adapted to engage a latching surface (figure 12, item 202) 
of the latching member. 

C. Regarding claims 12 and 16, Hukill et al. shows an end tip surface (figure 12, 
item 121) that is rounded and is adapted to engage to surface (figure 12, item 204) of 
the latching member. Furthermore these two surfaces slide against each other upon 
insertion (column 6, lines 1-9). 

D. Regarding claim 15, Hukill et al. shows in figures 1 1 and 12 smooth entrance of 
the latching member (figure 12, item 200) into the spacing. 

E. Regarding claim 18, Hukill et al. shows in figures 1 1 and 12 that the second 
surface (item 121) pushes the latching member out of the cavity or space by sliding 
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down surface 204 until the rounded edges of both surfaces initiate the separation of the 
locking and latching member. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Nam Huynh whose telephone number is 571-272-5970. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8 a.m.-5 p.m.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Curtis Kuntz can be reached on 571-272-7499. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). nd^~~ S /l /n 
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